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D1
PROJECTS

Huntsville is a growing, thriving community
that is working to create great
neighborhoods and opportunities for
improved quality of life for all our citizens.
Read on to see some of the projects in

store!

"2020 is a year of Ribbon Cutting for District One"

< >
NORTH HUNTSVILLE LIBRARY

Our new $9 million North Huntsville Library is in the HOME STRETCH of construction!
We expect it to be open for use starting in the fall!

Info About your new library:

e The library is being built on the old Berachah Center campus, 3011 Sparkman Drive NW.
e New facility will be approximately 12,000 sq ft occupying the first floor. Upstairs will be
renovated into office space for future growth.
e Library and surrounding park total cost is $10.8 million:
o The Library Foundation provided $1.4 million for the library
o City provided $7.6 million for the library
o City added $1.8 million for the park

Thank you to Redstone Federal Credit Union, First Missionary Baptist Church, Ashburn Foundation,
and the Alabama A&M Foundation for being the major donors.
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Library Floor Plan
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Amenities include:
e An open/bookstore-style floor plan

Expanded meeting spaces that hold

up to 160 people

* Private study rooms

e Computer/workforce development
lab

e Makerspace (communal creative
space)

¢ Children’s story-time room

e Interactive early literacy center

e Separate teen space

o Café

e Outdoor seating

e State-of-the-art technology
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Berachah Complex
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“Parks & Recreation looks forward to joining the North Huntsville Library as part of
the improved Berachah complex,” said Steve Ivey, Huntsville Director of Parks &
Recreation. “Berachah Park will be a wonderful addition to the indoor gym and
community space presently run by our department. With the growth across our
City, this investment will enable us to expand our reach at Berachah to include

outdoor activities such as walking, football and family gatherings.”
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Councill High School Park

It was a memory, then a dream, and now a vision fulfilled for hundreds
of alumni of William Hooper Councill High School, Huntsville’s first public
school for African-American students. Councill High School Park is
located at the historic site of the former school at 620 St. Clair Ave.

With input from alumni the site plan pays homage to the footprint of the
original building through carefully defined walkways, benches and
structures made from the original schoolhouse bricks, groves of trees
and landscaping that highlight the school’s floor plan, and a school
entrance with a sculpture of the first student entering the building.

Phase one of the historic park will cost about $1.4 million and should be
completed by May 2020. Phases two and three will include additional

bronze sculptures.
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UCP Inclusive Mural and
Pocket Park

More than a Mural

"The art of a people is a true mirror to their minds.”
J. Nehru

| »

UCP Huntsville, a D1-based nonprofit that provides services to
individuals with disabilities, is working on a community-driven project
that features an inclusive mural and public park space. Congrats to

UCP on bringing beauty to District 1. This project is a beautiful

example of the importance of showcasing people of all abilities in
our artwork.

The accompanying "pocket park” located near Max Luther and Blue
Springs will include sensory activities and fun seating.
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J.O. Johnson Legacy Center

One of the most significant pieces of North Huntsville's past will soon become
one of the most dynamic spots in its future. Devyn explained, “We're preserving
the school’s culture and memories by creating a dynamic new development with
the J.O. Johnson Legacy Center as the centerpiece.”

The Johnson Legacy Center is one part of this new development, which will be
completed in four phases. Keith describes the facility, however, as “the jewel of
the overall development.” Keith said he expects the ribbon cutting to take place

in March or April. That's just the beginning of the redevelopment, though.

The second phase concentrates on a single-family residential plan that will cover
15 acres and include anywhere from 45 to 61 new homes - the first new home
construction in North Huntsville in 15 years. The remainder of the old Johnson High
building is expected to be torn down during this phase. “We'll have hookups for
food truck rallies and, next fall (after we) tear down part of Johnson High School,
we will have a park where we can host festivals and events,” Keith said. “This
development is a clear signal that North Huntsville is open for business, and this is
only the beginning.”

The third and fourth phases will bring more single-family residential areas, with
some serving senior living, and neighborhood commercial projects that
complement the development.
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Cecil Fain Drive, which connects the campus with Winchester Road, will also be
redeveloped during this stage. This includes new street scaping and landscaping,

decorative streetlights, sidewalks and bike lanes.

The recreation center will include volleyball courts, indoor soccer fields, a
climbing wall, a large fitness area, sauna and meeting rooms. It is expected to be
one of the most unique recreation centers in the city given its amenities offered,
and it will honor Johnson High with a color scheme of blue and gold.
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Richard Showers Center

An Interview with the Director of Richard Showers

Popular Amenities: Classrooms, indoor swimming pool, meeting rooms, satellite library with computers,
playground, basketball courts, splash pad, weight room, outdoor pavilions, football /soccer field, and play
room.

Renting Space in the Facility:
* Pavilions are priced daily $25 Monday-Thursday, $30 Friday-Sunday
* Meeeting/classrooms $25-$30 per hour depending on size of the room

Programs/Activities: Richard Showers Center has activities for residents between the ages of 6-86. The
programs & activities include but are not limited to Summer Camp, Girls Inc., AARP tax prep, Computer
Classes, Health Seminars, and Spring Break Programs.

Showers N\
Center %=
Public Library

Updates and Info about Richard Showers Center:

Splash pad will be completed this spring

The new HVAC unit was installed and is up and running

Bus stop canopy completed

Kiosk available on-site to pay Huntsville Utilities bill
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Lantana Park

Artist: Daria Hammond

COMING SOON:

Lantana Park
As the skies clear, work will
progress on the new Lantana
Park on North Memorial Parkway.
Featuring greenspace and an
art mural by Huntsville artist

Daria Haommond of Mosoul Arts,

B Lantana Park will engage both
! vehicular traffic and area
residents.

™ Mousoul designed the mural to
& “encourage everyone to soar
high in the direction of their
dreams, happiness and peace.”

Weather permitting, the mural is

scheduled or completion by mid
to late April.

#SoarHigh #NorthSoars
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Catching Crime

Keeping Neighborhoods Safe

Keeping our Community Safe is a top priority! Huntsville City Council approved a contract to install
closed circuit TV cameras in the Meadow Hills neighborhood. A promise kept. Called the Guardian
Network, the cameras are part of a new City-wide camera system designed to help protect and
serve our residents. It gives police real-time access to cameras operated by the city, businesses and
residences.

Some folks might say the cameras remind them of "big brother" watching over them, but as Devyn
Keith stated, "l hope the fact they are being installed in Meadow Hills - in my neighborhood - helps

reassure everyone they have nothing to fear."

Many cities like ours have had great success in reducing crime through similar shared camera
systems. We're fortunate to have the City's first operating cameras supporting our district.
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North Precinct Yearly Statistics

Crime Stats 2017 - 2019
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North Precinct Goals & Achievements

2019 Achievement Highlights:

e First shift dropped breaking and entering’s and burglaries by 20+%

e Second shift decreased robberies by 15%

e Third shift recovered 33 guns that were stolen or illegally possessed. That's up from 21in 2018.

* Pedestrian violations on University Drive were stepped up to combat the number of pedestrian
accidents directly related to the homelessness in the area

* The twenty-one known sex offenders either complied with the state offender act or moved out of
the district

* The precinct facilitated diversity training at the Police Academy

* All North Precinct officers qualified on their weapons due to the increased quarterly range
training

e Two new community watch programs were created (Burwell Road and Chalet Circle)

e Oakwood Apartments is diligently working towards achieving the Huntsville Police Blue Star
Crime Free status. Started in 2019 and hoping to finish in 2020.

¢ Block party was held May 18th with the theme “Promoting Unity in the Community.” Many
residents attended.

New Initiatives in 2020:

Crash Reduction:
North Precinct is implementing a new educational

program to help reduce accidents in the district.

The program is called “52 Streets in 52 Weeks.” Portable
radar speed signs will be placed during the year along
52 neighborhood streets to raise awareness about speed
and overall driving habits.

Block Party:

This year's theme is “Taking Pride in Northside.” The
theme reinforces the City's initiative to

be a more inclusive community. The goal is to foster
positive relationships in the community. #NorthSidePride
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What's Being Built?

Have you noticed a flurry of activity on the corner of Oakwood
and Memorial Parkway? Construction is underway for a new
Madison County Service Center. It will house the county tax
offices (assessor and collector), License Department, Probate
Judge, Board of Registrars and Sales Tax Department.

Here is what we know:

e Two-story complex on 8
acres

e $11.4 million dollar
construction project

e 400 visitors and workers to
the area each day

e 190 FREE parking spaces -

no more hunting for parking
at the Courthouse
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Housing Boom in North Huntsville

Sales Price Change 2018-2019 }
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Huntsville Realtor Chanda Davis exclaimed, "Builders 2018- 2019

can't get houses up fast enough for the mass amount of

people coming to our area!" She indicated that she and u to 4 0 0/0
her team are very excited about the progress and growth

Huntsville has seen in the Real Estate Market. "We have INCREASE IN PROPERTY VALUE

great developers, great builders and we take a lot of

pride in our new construction here in Huntsville." 2019 New Subdivisions in D1
Ashton Springs - 55 lots

While property value in North Huntsville increases, she Twin Creeks PH1 - 30 lots

said the "inventory is historically low." Houses are selling Twin Creeks PH2 - 29 lots

fast as people look to "hot areas" that are centrally Anslee Farms PH IX - 33 fots

Jaguar Hills - 60 lots
(proposed subdivision of JO Johnson)

located and offer convenience.
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Dealing with those Pesky
Potholes...

The City of Huntsville has over 2,300 lane miles of paved roadway within its boundaries.

How a street gets repaved:

* Public Works surveys each street at least once every two years by a team of asphalt inspectors noting
changes in the surface condition.

* The street receives a survey score compared to all other streets within the system. The rating scale is
from zero to 60, with zero representing the best conditions and 60 comprising the worst.

* The road’s condition, along with data on the volume of traffic, is factored into a combined score that
determines the priority for resurfacing the street.

Based upon these ratings, the City of Huntsville Public Works Department comprises a working list of streets
for resurfacing.

over 1600

On average otholes a
Public Works moﬁth last year
tackled year

Report a pothole:

e Download the Huntsville Connect app on your smart phone - snap a picture and make
a report

e Go to the City website: www.huntsvilleal.gov and select the HSVConnect box

e Call 256-883-3944

February and March are "pothole season." Inspectors are constantly driving through the city
and checking road conditions. The weather can impact pothole repairs where only a
temporary patch is applied until the weather improves.

Page 20




Drainage
Issue?

Ditches and Drainage
Problems are handled by the
Public Works Department

The Engineering Division is responsible for drainage improvement projects to improve
existing drainage facilities and ensure that new developments meet requirements of the
City of Huntsville storm water regulations. However, Drainage problems caused from heavy
rainfall such as flooding of a house or business, extreme street flooding, or storm water
getting extremely high and creating a hazard to the public are handled by the Public
Works Department. Please contact the City of Huntsville Police Department (256) 722-
7100 or call 211if there is an emergency requiring immediate response for safety.

Non-Emergency drainage/ditch Issues can also be reported to Public Works on Huntsville
Connect or through the SeeClickFix App or by phone 256-883-3944.

. SeeClickFix

***Scan the QR Code This will take you directly to the
Huntsville Connect website page to access SeeClickFix.

Here you can report potholes, drainage problems, garbage

issues and almost any other issue! You can also go to
Huntsvilleal.gov - Resident Toolkit to complete a service
request. Page 21
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Repaving

4, Bill Kling, Jr.
5, Wil C:gve: Street Resurfacing 2019 & 2020 (Phase 1 Only)

Street From To Feet Year Phase
Clinton Ave Memorial Parkway  Washington St. 3,810.70 2019 1

E_ Gamma Cir Blue Spring Rd End 858.29 2019 1

~isi. Kenard Ave Pulaski Pke End 1,112.99 2019 1
Meridian 5t Winchester Rd Memorial Pkwy 7.920.00 2019 1
Pueblo Dr Blue Springs Rd Melrose Rd 1,176.42 2019 1
Thornhill Rd Blue Springs Rd Greenhill Dr 908.87 2019 1
Von Braun Dr Spacegate Dr Dan Tibbs Rd 1,761.42 2019 1
Briarhurst Ct Longmeadow Cir End 295.49 2019 2
Clayton Dr Greenhill Dr Pulaski Pke 1,280.53 2019 2
Ermine Dr End End 1,290.20 2019 2
Garvin Cir Garvin Rd End 137.75 2019 2
Goldwire Cir Stringfield Rd End 364.55 2019 2
Kirkland Cir BridegRd Cul-de-sac 134.12 2019 2
Longmeadow Cir  Thornhill Rd End 302.57 2019 2
Monroe St Govemor's Dr Heart of Huntsville Dr 1,259.94 2019 2
Claiborne Rd Nw  Millbrook Dr Nw Howard St Nw 1,750.63 2020 1
EastArbor Dr Nw  West Arbor Dr Nw Oakwood Ave 2,326.59 2020 1
Lewisburg Dr Nw  Brett Rd Nw North Helena Dr Nw 2,235.11 2020 1
Millbrook Dr Nw  Sparkman Dr Nw Greenhill Drive Nw 1,790.00 2020 1
Trade Dr Nw Jonathan Dr Nw Cul-de-sac 554.36 2020 1
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Community Development

Community Development is a division of the Planning Department, its mission is three-fold:

« Stabilization of lower income neighborhoods

e Economic empowerment of lower income persons and/or of persons living in lower income
neighborhoods

 Providing assistance to the special needs population in our community

HOUSING PROGRAMS

As part of our ongoing effort to build an inclusive community,
Community Development works to ensure that fair and
affordable housing options are available to everyone. The City
of Huntsville offers a number of programs for current and
prospective homeowners, including:

* Rehab of Owner-Occupied homes through our Deferred
Home Maintenance Repair Program and World

Changers/Community Changers
e First time home buyers program
 Infrastructure - Construction of sewer, drainage, street and

sidewalks in qualifying neighborhoods
ECONOMIC EMPOWERMENT

Grants and loans to support projects which increase the economic well being of lower
income residents and residents of lower income neighborhoods.

RECREATION PROJECTS

Construction and rehabilitation of neighborhood parks
and other community facilities in qualifying
neighborhoods.

SPECIAL NEEDS

Grants and loans to support projects which benefit population

groups identified as having special needs.

HOMEOWNERSHIP PROGRAM

In order to help build more inclusive communities and stable neighborhoods,
Community Development offers several programs to assist Ist-Time home
buyers achieve their dreams of homeownership by providing quality housing

at a reasonable price. Page 23




Choice Neighborhoods
Initiative

VR Y

' NEIGHBORHOODS

The Choice Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI) is focused on three core goals:

* Housing - Replace distressed public and assisted housing with high-quality mixed-
income housing that is well-managed and responsive to the needs of the surrounding
neighborhood.

e People - Improve outcomes of households living in the targeted housing related to
employment and income, health, and children’s education.

* Neighborhood - Create the conditions necessary for public and private reinvestment
in distressed neighborhoods to offer the kinds of amenities and assets, including
safety, good schools, and commercial activity, that are important to families’ choices
about their community.

"CNl is intended to help localities build neighborhoods
of opportunity."
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Huntsville was selected as one of only four communities in the 2019 Choice
Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI) to be awarded a $1.3 million planning grant. The
money will be used to develop a plan to transform an existing 28 acre area of our
city by rebuilding both public and assisted housing into mixed-income
communities. The comprehensive process brings together local leaders, current

and potential future residents, and a vast array of other community and system
stakeholders.

The planning process will last approximately three and one-half years. Once the
plan is completed, Huntsville will have the opportunity to compete for a $30 million
dollar implementation grant. The monies can be used for infrastructure,
replacement of affordable housing, health and education projects.
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Revitalization of Huntsville

Revitalization of D1is a top priority. Vacant and abandoned properties cause safety concerns, hurt your

property value and diminish the neighborhoods we live in. To remove a property deemed a Public Nuisance,

Huntsville's Code Enforcement follows the laws and regulations to ensure that evreyone rights are protected.

Stages of the Public Nuisance Act (PNA)

e Property declared Unsafe (condemned)

» Notice issued for the property to be brought into compliance within 60 days

e If property remains non-compliant, owner(s) is cited to Municipal Court.

e If Owner is still unable to bring into compliance before the court date, the court case is dismissed and the

City proceeds to the Public Nuisance Act.

e City obtains contractor evaluations to confirm that the property is non-repairable

e Upon confirmation the property is non-repairable, the City Council can approve to remove the structure.

The process takes about 60 days.

Things to Note:

**For the vast majority, the City gets compliance for the property from the responsible parties.

**Proper notification is given to all parties to bring a property into compliance before invoking the Public

Nuisance Act.
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North Huntsville Property Updates

2133 Griffith Dr., NW: Outstanding Unsafe

Building and Housing Code notices for this property
have been issued. Case has been continued in
Municipal Court until 6/17/20. Property may qualify for
PNA.

2023 Medaris Rd., NW: A Housing Code notice for
this property was issued. Owner requested an
extension from the Housing Board of Adjustments and
Appeals, Owner granted until 4/6/20.

2117 Atkins Dr., NW: Outstanding Unsafe

Building and Housing Code notices for this property
have been issued. The Municipal Court case has been
continued until 5/20/20. If property remains non-
complaint, it will likely qualify to be demolished.

2303 Poplar Ave., NW: Property has been

declared unsafe due to fire damage. If the owner does
not bring it info compliance, PNA procedure will be
followed.




CODE ENFORCEMENT

Code Enforcement is another important function of the City's Community Development
department. D1 continues to work together to improve the look and feel of our
neighborhoods.

e Enforcement of City ordinances related to unsafe buildings
* Substandard housing, junk and litter

* Tall grass and weeds

* Inoperative motor vehicles on right of way

* Removal of structures identified as public nuisances

e Graffiti

* Broken fences

* Neglected swimming pools

Community Development
volunteers help with home
repairs for residents who qualify
for assistance.

Revitalization of D1 Continues:

The removal of properties deemed "Public Nuisances" are important to keep the community safe and
protect the value and investment of each property owner. All Public Nuisances are independently
assessed by contractors. Most are properties that have been vacant for years and are determined to
be non-repairable. When these cases occur, Community Development will notify the homeowner if
there is a problem with their property and, if necessary, issue a citation. Special consideration and
even assistance may be available for property owners who qualify.
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Parks and Recreation

Construction Updates

D1 has many moving parts. Five construction projects for City facilities in D1 are
simultaneously being constructed or improved. Soon those dirt piles will be replaced with
lush lawns and the buildings will be filled with the vibrant folks of Huntsville.

Lantana Park

The irrigation system has been installed and trees have been planted. Sod will be laid as soon as

weather allows. The purchase order has been issued for the mural. The artist will begin the mural as weather
permits.

Johnson Legacy Center

Consolidated Construction continues working on the interior of the building. The structural steel

for the climbing wall and curtain wall has been installed. The contractor continues working to install the new HVAC
equipment. Tile is being laid in the locker rooms and restrooms. Painting has started in the corridors and
strength/exercise room. The roofing contractor is working to install the new roof and roof trim.

Engineering has awarded the contract to Reed Construction for the rebuilding of Cecil Fain Drive.

North Huntsville Library and Berachah Park

Lee Builders has removed the majority of the temporary structural shoring from the project and has started
installing the new foundations and structural steel. The electricians are working to install new conduit. The
plumbing contractor is working to install new plumbing at the main restrooms.

The site contractor has completed the mass grading at Berachah Park. They will start fine grading

and working on sidewalks as weather allows.

WH Councill High Park
Pearce Construction continues to work on site grading as weather allows. The electrician has started
installing the main power equipment and conduits.

Shower’s Center Pool HVAC Upgrades
Pettus Plumbing and Piping has installed the new HVAC unit and the unit has been started up. The
contractor is working on new insulation at the ductwork and installing the new maintenance walkway around the

unit.
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Huntsville's Palatial

Amphitheater

The City of Huntsville is confident that the new amphitheater will help bring
in big acts to headline concerts! There are also plans for it to be used for
festivals, movie nights and even graduations.The city is envisioning it as a
facility that would accommodate year-round community events and
activities. In addition to sold out country, rock, or R&B concerts, we expect
multi-stage festivals, farmers’ markets, art festivals, and free holiday
celebrations.

"This is another milestone in our ongoing effort to provide more quality of
lite options for our community,” said Mayor Tommy Battle. “For Huntsville to
continue to attract the best and brightest to our City, we're going to need
entertainment options that compete with other cities vying for our talent. We
believe this amphitheater, with its unique approach to year-round
programming, will give Huntsville another differentiator.” The anticipated
timeline for the opening is April of 2021.
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2020 CENSUS

SUMMER NIGHTS SYMPHONY

ICE CREAM SOCIAL

STAY CONNECTED - TEXT & EMAIL




ALAGAMA
COUNTS!

2020 CENSUS

Census Timeline

March 12 - 20: Households will begin
receiving official Census Bureau mail with
detailed information on how to respond to

the 2020 Census online, by phone, or by mail.

March 30 - April 1: The Census Bureau will
count people who are experiencing
homelessness. For this process the Census
Bureau counts people in shelters, at soup
kitchens on the streets and outdoor locations
such as tent encampments.

April 1: Census Day is observed nationwide.
By this date, every home will receive an
invitation to participate in the 2020 Census.
Once the invitation arrives, you should
respond for your home in one of three ways:
online, by phone, or by mail. When you
respond to the census, you'll tell the Census
Bureau where you live as of April 1, 2020.

April: Census takers will begin visiting
college students who live on campus, people
living in senior centers, and others who live
among large groups of people. .

May: July: Census takers will begin visiting
homes that haven't responded to the 2020
Census to help make sure everyone is
counted.

December: The Census Bureau will deliver
apportionment counts to the President and
Congress as required by law.

BE COUNTED,
HUNTSVILLE!

The 2020 Census is an opportunity for
neighborhoods who have traditionally been
considered ‘low count areas’ to stand up and be
counted.

“Historically, areas of town rich in diversity
have low or inaccurate counts,” Council
President Keith said. “We're going to change
that this time around. Everyone - no matter
your socioeconomic status - deserves to be
counted, and we're going to make sure
everyone feels comfortable and has the
knowledge they need to complete their

forms.”

“[The Census] is about roads, transit, schools
and medical funding,” Mayor Battle said. “The
number of services - and individuals - impacted
by the Census count is far-reaching, and it's why
we're standing together as a community to
remind Huntsville residents to be counted and to
make sure their friends and family are counted.”

Connie Graham, the City of Huntsville’s Census
liaison explained that the U.S. government
bases its allocation of funding for federal
programs like Pell grants or the National School
Lunch program based on population data
received every 10 years from the constitutionally
mandated U.S. Census.

It's 10 minutes of your time, but those 10 minutes
will have 10 years’ worth of impact on shaping

your future, on shaping Huntsville's future.”
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STAY TUNED...

Save the Date:

" Na'

Summer Night Symphony July 11, 2020

%

Here's the Scoop!!!
District 1 Annual Ice Cream Social Coming soon to a
neighborhood near you!

District One's Devyn Keith is teaming up with the North Precinct of Huntsville Police
Department. This is a great opportunity for the North Precinct and the Community it
serves to come together, socialize and enjoy a treat. The North Precinct and volunteers

will begin stopping by Norwood Neighborhoods in March with ice cream to share!
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STAY CONNECTED

Text Messages - - 10 Gl
Simply text "JOIN DISTRICT |

. _ TEXT

1" to 30890 to opt in to "JOIN

receive these updates via DISTRICT

text messages directly to gnggﬂ

your cell phone.

Newsletters

HUNTSVILLE

The Star of Alabama

Sign up for Devyn Keith's monthly

FROM THE DESK OF

DEVYN S. KEITH newsletter on the Huntsville City

COUNCIL MEMBER - DISTRIC

Website:

https://www.huntsvilleal.gov/council
member/devyn-keith/

Council Office

Email: HSVCityCouncileHuntsvilleAl.gov
Office: 256-427-5011
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