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About this guide 
Congratulations on beginning your journey to starting a business in Huntsville. The City of Huntsville 
seeks to be among the top places for businesses of all kinds. From manufacturers to service providers, 
from high-tech to no-tech, and from small business to big business, we want to help you. This guide is a 
service to businesses looking to open in Huntsville. While every effort has been made to be complete, 
we know that not every business is the same and you may have specific questions. We encourage you to 
reach out to any of the departments listed in this document for any questions you may have.  

Key Stats About Huntsville  
City of Huntsville 

 Population Housing Units 
2010 180,105 84,949 
2018 197,318 96,307 
2019 199,637 97,872 

Economic Stats 
retail sales, 
2012 ($1,000)
  

$3,945,293 

Total retail 
sales per 
capita, 2012
  

$21,472 

food services 
sales, 2012 
($1,000) 

$575,051 

Number of 
Firms, 2012 

16,838 

Median 
Household 
Income 

$51,926 

Key Business Resources and Services 
Huntsville/Madison County Chamber Networking, Professional Development, Women’s 

Business Council 
BizTech Incubator space, Angel Investment, Mentoring 
Catalyst Women-owned business training, veteran-owned 

business training, government contracting, microloan 
program, business coaching 

Neighborhood Concepts Revolving Loan Fund 
University Small Business Development Centers UAH and Alabama A&M support services 
Urban Engine Co-Working Nights;  Speaker Series; Skills Development 
Neighborhood/Area/Special Interest Business 
Associations 

Downtown Huntsville Inc.; South Huntsville Main 
Business Association; North Huntsville Business 
Association; Grow Cove; North Alabama African 
American Chamber of Commerce; Hispanic Business 
Alliance 



What You Should Know 
 

 

 

Is my business a 
permitted use?

Yes, I have info 
on zoning.

No. I need 
some ideas. 

Call Planning: 
(256) 427-5100

Am I altering the 
building, upated the 
HVAC, adding new 

plubming or 
electrical?

Yes. Call 
Inspections: 

(256) 427-5331

No. It's move-in 
ready

Do I want a sign for 
my business?

Yes. Call 
Planning: (256) 

427-5100
No.

Do I need a 
business license?

Yes. If you do business in Huntsville, 
you need a license. Call the Clerk-

Treasurer:  256-427-5088

Am I serving food?

Yes. Call the 
County Health 
Dpt: (256) 533-

8726

No

Am I serving 
alchohol?

Yes. Call ABC: 
(256) 726-0401 

and Clerk-
Treasurer: 256-

427-5088

No 
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